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T H E 
TRANSLATOR'*; 
ONSIEUR cet is a French | 


tleman by birth and OY 
Gen "x 
on: by religion e Pacht. 
ideas of liberty an Engliſhman. 


*. 


TRANSLATOR's 

On his arrival in England, he was 

kindly received by an humane Gentle- 
man, who did him ſuch acts of kind- 
neſs as came within his narrow abilities : 
Mr. Calet having abſolutely refuſed any 
pecuniary aſſiſtance whatever; this 
| Gentleman adviſed him to publiſh the 
| account of the demolition of the Baſtile, | 
| and of the diſturbances in France: The 
nter he declined, as he ſaid he did not 
. pretend to know the leaſt of them: 
q | The former, having been an eye wit- 


am ſorry to obſerve that this tranſlation 
| falls very ſhort of the original: I have 
| done it however to the beſt of mx— | 


4 neſs of, he immediately undertook : BY os | 


ſhould it meet with the patron- | 
age of the public, and turn out to the 
of Monſieur, Calet's preſent ne- 


power, m 


- 


ceſſities, I ſhall think myſelf 
in the beſt manner poſſible ſor my 
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ACCOUNT. 

or as 
IMPRISONMENT 

IN THE 

B - A : BY WM Þ3 L. E, 


FOR UPWARDS OF TWENTY YRARS. 
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books, ad ere the pſi of hearing 


2 

for ſuch, in truth, I gught to call it, my 
firſt object being to procure myſelf a morſel 
of bread, and which I hope to be able to 
procure from the publication of my dread- 


ful and almoſt unparalleled misfortunes : 


eee ae ther, dai 
fo long a ſtate of total ſecluſion from the 
world, the natural and unavoidable conſe- 
quence muſt have been, an intire loſs of 
the uſe of language, reading, and writing : 
| neither of theſe, however, in any great de- 
gree failed me. In the more fortunate, or 
rather in the more early part of my life 
(for I never recolle& fortune to have been 
over and above kind to me) my education 


whole of my infamous "impriſonment, as 
ſoon at leaſt, as I had tolerably well got 
over the firſt ſhock of my unhappy fituation, 


4 | I continued to converſe by myſelf, and very 


o dventiy to prattife writing, or rather 


— 
— 


Tx 


| the formation of len, upon the wall of 


en to e 
account of my being conducted to Priſon, 
it will not be improper to inform the reader: 
of the cauſe of my being ſent there: 
although, in fact, no cauſe was aſſigned 
dot 1 s accuſed&-and, in Feats, | to be 
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1 „ Loiden when the een - 


af State, concerning the abolition of Gene- 
ral Warrants. And as I came over to 
England wholly for pleaſure, and-as. London 
was at that time a ſcene of rioꝶ and con 
fukion, in which my interference would have 
been uſeleſs and impertinent, I returmd to 
France after a few weeks, with a full e- a 
tion ue viſit that glorious City, ben 4 


141 
| Shortly after my return to France, I went 
to ſpend a few days with a friend in the 
neighbourhood of Paris, who, amongſt 
other ſervants had an Engliſh Groom who 
waited upon us at his table. This Groom, 
having-been four years and upwards in 
France, was as capable of underſtanding, 
and alſo of ſpeaking the French language, 


as a native. Amongſt other topics the 
converſaticn of courſe turned upon my- 


late to England, and the effort 
the nation was then making to aboliſh 
General Warrants, which. 1 deſcribed; to-the © 
—_— * 


ng, a 1 — — . 


| — Seder, on Lettres de Caches. And here 
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Mort, from words they came to. blows, and 
pany became neceſſary: the Valet, who, 2s 
he faid, had received a blow from the 
Groom, had drawn out his knife, and had, 
| beyond a doubt put an end to his adverſary's 
his arm: whercupon turning, in an inflant; 
from extreme rage, to extreme coolneſs, be 
kt fall the knife, and muttered to himſelf T 
wih a very oft and low voice *« "ei 3 
* — — this, the . A 
Groom et — mack, — 
friend, thy tw act Senf and 3 
the ceſt of che company, the Valet ſeemed q 
to be tolerably pacificd ; in conſequence of 2 
| which he was prevailed upon to ſhake hands _ .J 
with the Groom. I ſhall never forget the, - 
frankneſs and openneſs with which the 
ſhook him. by the hand, nor the maliciot 
e ET 


1 

- The reconciliation on the part of the Valet 
was external only; the Groom I believe ge- 
6 — —— 


e ee cn Mae eee be 
Maſter's permiſſion to go to his father 26 


find him better, he would return by one. 
clock, but ſhould he find him worſe; or 
dead, he hoped to be permitted to make a 
longer ſtay. As he was not returned by ten 
oclock at night, we were obſerving that his 
father was probably worſe or dead. But, 
| ficer of the Police and a large party of ſol- 
|  diers. Not a fingle word was ſpoken: F 
derer remember a more dreadful filence ! 
me Valet put the right hand of the Groom 
Ans the right-hand of the Officer of Police: 
vor even then was a word exchanged on ei- 
= ther fide. The party went off with their 
booty, the execrable Valet attending them. 


The 


Paris, who, he faid was dying: ſhould be 


 - The conſternation occaſioned in my friend 
houſe, by this dreadful circumſtance, may be 
| better conceived than expreſſed: what had 
| my friend to expect but to be ſacrificed to the 


fury of an angry and malicious Valet. 
However, after the ſecond night, he received 
2 letter from the ſervant *defiring his arrear | 
| of wages, and affuring him at the ſane tine | 

| that himſelf and bis family were ſafe.” The 
words being marked, were emphatical, and 
manifeſtly carried with them an implication. 
As I was the perſon who had introduced the 
converſation, and had alſo interfered by tak- 
| ing hold on the Valet's arm, when he was 


| ſuppoſe that by my friend: and his family be- 
ing ſaſe, that I was the devoted perſon. 
However, as after a recapitulation of the | 
whole converſation, and of what paſſed during I 
our interference to part the Groom and Va- 


let, we could not fix upon any thing whereby 
I could poffibly have given any particular 
offence to the Valet, I ſuffered Rk 


going to ſtab the Groom; I could not but 


arreſted, and then returned home, about three 


. heagues from Paris, where 1 dad not armye 
. 


— at my dvr} -it-was opened to 
| me 65 uſual by my ſeryant: to whom I ſaid, 

| « Well Jaques, is all the family well ?” the 
ſervant gave me no anſwer: it is impoſſible 
for any one to conceive the horror that came 
over me : however, I walked into the room, 


* e Ih the uſual preparations. made for 
ere. and where were fitting my wiſe and 


Alanghter, a girl of nine years of age, bathed 
in tears, unable, and afraid to ſpeak a ſingle 
ward. Whilſt I was endeavouring to unravel 
this myſtery, I was faluted by a touch on the 
ſhoulder from the Valet of my friend, and 
” the ſame officer of Police that had taken up 
_”. Groom at my friend's houſe, a few nights 


* C | 
Behold reader, (and glory at once in your - 
King and Conſtitution) a wretched man for 


no crime whatever reduced from the ſummit 
of happineſs, to the depth of miſery : his 
eſtate confiſcated, his family reduced to beg- 
gary, himſelf ſhut up for life, and that per- 


wholeſome dungeon. 


Curt he thet goverment, which found. 


ed on iniquity, and in conſequence thereof, 
"ongoing oo 
not content with pretext of eſtſiing it's 
ſecurity on the miſery of it's ſubjedts, meanly 
calls in avarice to it's aid, in order to ſtrip 
the innocent relations of the accuſed, of their 
| vndoubted right, their daily bread. 


** _ 


tunate family did not long ſurvive ſo hard a — 4 


ns: my poor wiſe, (for tho ſhe has ben 
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haps unfor tunately a „ 
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10 
dead many years, has to me been dead ſcarce- 
ly ſo many days, I having heard of her death 
but fince my eſcape from the Baſtile) died 


within ten days after my commitment, raving 
mad, and ſtarved to death : for it would have 
been death, inſtant death, to any perſon what- 
ever to have relieved her. My poor infant 
daughter was to have been configned over 
to a harder fate, but heaven forbad it: on 


the repreſentation of the officer of the Police 


to the Marquis de , a notorious and 
infamous catamite of the court of Lewis the 
Fifteenth ; the was by him ſent for, and 
orders were given for her being elegantly 
brought up, till ſhe was of proper age to 
| become ſubſervient to his abominable pur- 
poſes. But, heaven be praiſed, ſhe paid 
the debt of nature, as I am juſt informed, 
within fix months after ſhe had fallen into 
the Marquis de ———'*s hands. 
- 


Form to yourſelf, reader, the in iof « 
government, under which the ſubject offers 
24 kd thanks to Almighty God for a. 


* 


* 
him of his deareſt connections, his wife and 
family, and thinks himſelf happy in tbe 
loſs of them ! Such was France, and ſuch 
has France been, till within theſe few days: 
but now that form of government exiſts 
no more. ns 


More than twenty years ago I was for- 
ever parted from my wife and only child, 
and conducted, or rather dragged, in a 
to the Baſtile, under a guard of near one 
hundred ſoldiers : every 'room in my houſe 
in which were fitting my wife and daugh- 
ter. The falute given me on the ſhoul- 
der by the valet and officer of the Police 
was the fignal for their coming out. The 
Intendant of the Police had given ſtrict 
orders that none of my family 
permitted to ſpeak, or to leave the 
pain of death, a threat which would 
tedly have been inſtantly put in 


A _ 


12 
My two maid ſervants, who, on my ar- 
rival were ordered into a private room, had 
been treated by the ſoldiers in a manner 
too ſhocking, and too indecent to be com 
mitted to paper. Theſe wretched executors 
of, what they call, juſtice, had been wait- 
ing two nights in my houſe expecting my 
arrival: and the reaſon why I was not ap- 
| prehended at my friend's houſe, I am told, 
was, that the valet laid his information 
againſt me on the Intendant of Police giv- 
ing his word and honour that I ſhould 
not be taken during my vifit there. One 
of my maid ſervants dicd in a few days, 
nn conſequence of the brutal treatment ſhe 
had received from theſe officers of Juice, 
of the footman, and other unhappy female 
"ſervant, no account, I am told, could ever 
be given: it would have been certain death 


. | As ſoon as I arrived at Gi | Baſle, at 
= a fignal given, which I never could dif- 


[13 ] 
by dropping the Lettre de Cachet through _ 


a niche, I was received by an officer of 
the Baſtile, whoſe feelings ſeemed to be 
as brutal as the odicus Police of which 

Cachet, which, as he had it in his hand, 
he muſt, as I faid before, have received 
through a niche, was, together with me, 
delivered to the Governor of the Baſtile, 
as great a brute in diſpoſition, but of more 


' murderer, for no leſs can I call him, did 


not do me the fame honour, which, on 
peril of his life, he was obliged to do the i 
Lettre de Cachet ; for that he was com- 
pelled to receive with his own hands, but 
me he made over to the Deputy Governor, 
by whom I was conſigned to the common 
Turn-key, who "puſhed me in-the dark into 4 
my cell. This Deputy Governor w.. I 
ſuch a fellow as a good painter L.- 
| have made of the Police of France þ 1 * 
he perſonified it: that is, the meanneſs and 
cruelty of popery triumphing over an 2 of 


[ 8 3 


nocent and helpleſs individual. A religion 


| ing, for a pityful pittance, crimes againſt 


made up of gloſs, hypocriſy, and prieſt- 


craft: pretending to pardon offences com- 
mitted againſt Omnipotence, and actually 


torturing for a remark made on the vile 


proſtitute of a profligate monarch : forgiv- 


nature and againſt humanity : debarring the 
Almighty of the adoration due to him as 


God Supreme, and conferring it upon Saints, 


many of them as profligate and obſcure 
as their adorers. 


1 * a Proteſtant, the ſon of a Proteſ- 
tant, the great, great, great, grandſon of 


a Proteſtant; I married into a Proteſtant 


Family; I am a Proteſtant in every ſenſe 


of the word; I proteſt againſt the worſhip 


of the true God through the mediation of 


ö kints, and angels; I proteſt againſt the In- 


Mm, the Baſtile, the Marquis de ——, 
the F 2 Police, and, in one word, againſt 


Fre. whatever garb it * —è 


But 


15 


Wenn _ 
About ſeven o'clock in the morning on 


the next day, a naſty, ſqualid, cadaverous, | 
figure, who, any where, but in France, would 
have been taken for the figure of Famine, 
brought me a blanket, ſome clean ſtraw, | 
2 quart of ſtinking water, and about four 
ounces of moſt execrable © bread. As my 
appetite was not very good, the bread, as 
may be ſuppoſed, remained untouched. The 
water [I ſeized with the greateſt avidity, and 
filthy as it was, drank it off at one draught. 4 
At two in the afternoon, the ſame quan- 
tity of bread and ter was again brought IJ 
me by the fame meagre figure, who, ob- 
ſerving that the bread which he had brought 
me in the morning, remained untouched, |: 
took back with him what he then brought 
me. At eight o'clock in the evening he 
came again, bringing the fame quantity of 
| bread and water; but obſerving, as at two | 
O clock, that the bread he had brought mie 
remained untouched, he again took, what 
he 


* 2 
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ers ſeemed themſelves ready to meet me at leaſt 


he brought at eight o'clock, away with 


I am forry to fay that I had formed the 


| dreadful reſolution of ſtarving myſclf to 


death : a reſolution which my generous keep- 


half way in. This however, even with their 
powerful aſſiſtance, I was unable to put into 


execution. Had I been furniſhed with any 


.4 


* 
> 


poſſible means of putting myſelf to death by 
an act of ſudden violence, I undoubtedly 
ſhould have done it. Such means, however, 


& were effectually denied me. For, previous 
: to my being puſhed into this miſerable ap- 


partment, 1 was ſtripped of my ſhirt, neck- 


cloth, garters, ſtockings, handkerchief, ſhoe, 
| and knee buckles: in lieu of which I was 


preſented with a flannel ſhart, and a pair of 
wretched flannel ſtockings : ſuch was my 


nes means too often renewed, | 


during my whole impriſonment: ſuch * 
* was my food. 


23 


The chamber, if it deſerves that name, in 
which I was confined, was up one pair of 
ſtairs. The only furniture of which was an 
earthen pot, and a ſtone of about half a ton 
weight which ſerved me for a feat ; the room 
vas about twelve feet high, and about a foot | 
from the cicling was a window about fourteen 
inches ſquare, but ſo barricadoed with iron 
bars, that it would have been utterly impoſ- 
fible even for a ſparrow to have paſſed be- 
tween them. In conſequence of the breadth 
of the room from the wall to the window, 
which was ſcarcely five feet, I had no poſſi- 
ble chance of ſeeing even the ſky ; more than 
that I could not expect to ſee through the 
ſcanty creviſes of the iron bars: to have 
reached the window would have been utterly 
| impoſſible, and as it could have anſwered no 
poſſible end whatever, but to have created a 
zealouſy in my brutal keepers, jo did I never 
once think of attempting it. The length ff 
the room was about eighteen feet: the 3M 
gloomineſs, and melancholy of it dreadful to 
8 dreadful from the ſad reflection of 
D it 


b * boards was looſe, nearly the whole length of 


it having been the tomb of many a living 
| corpſe, devoted like me to the zealouſy of a 
cruel and tyrannical government, and more 
dreadful to me as being the then unhappy 
poſſeſſor of it. 


| The cieling of this accurſed appartment 
conſiſted of iron bars, nearly as thick as my 


other croſs wiſe. 
firſt months of my impriſonment, I own ap- 


peared vnaccountable to me, as the floor was 
of deal. 


What will not the love of liberty do ? and 
with what improbable and even impoſſible 
bopes will it not furniſh us ? from this con- 
| fideration, namely of the floor being com- 
poſed of deal, I flattered myſelf that one day 
or other I might be able to effect my eſcape: 


tered, as I had obſerved that one of the 


the cell: and I had taken it up, not fromiiny 


idea 
2 


wriſt, and within a quarter of an inch of each 5 | 
This, for the two or three 


and my hope of doing it was the rather flat-. 


( 9 ] 
idea of then putting my project into execu- 
tion, but of getting the thing as it were in 
train: in a moment I heard the turnkey at 
the door, and though it took him ſometime 
to open it, yet was I, unable, from ſurprize, 
to replace the board, or even to lay it out of 
my hands, ſo great was my conſternation. 


The turnkey, on ſeeing my awkward fitu- 
four men whom I had never before ſeen, .- 
bringing with them a lanthorn. He was 


chi ws 616 nay and ſetting his > 


mee very deliberately took up al | 
a. a BG} never could have ſuſ- 
pected to have been the caſe, a floor confiſt- 


ing of iron plates at leaſt half an inch thick: — 


having replaced the boards, he gave a rap at 1 
the door, in conſequence of which it was 3 
immediately opened, and he took his n 


D 2 
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= 
countenance that inſolence could ſuggeſt : 
here ended my of an eſcape. I was 
not however, as I expected, put in irons, but 
was treated by my keeper with exceſſive con- 
| tempt, and filent alluſions to my project of 
forming an eſcape. During the whole of 
the ceremony of the turnkey removing the 
boards, not a ſyllable paſſed between us: as 
he had poſitive orders no doubt never to ut- 
ter a ſyllable, fo I, through fear of ill-treat- 
ment, and, at the fame time, conſidering it 
as uſeleſs, never once opened my lips. 


„I I muſt confeſs that on my firſt commit- 
ment to that priſon, the diſgrace of a chriſtian 
Ag country, and the horror of France, I expec- 
_ fed every day, or rather every hour, to be 


— put to the torture: this however was not 


E = of my mind: let the humane reader forms to 


the caſe: my body was no farther 
the rack, than as it partook of th fuk 


E _ bimſfelf the idea of being, to a certainty, = 


- confined during life, in fuch a chamber as 


. +» 
= 5 * 
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; "_OU 


3 - F have deſcribed, CT IT, $ 
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of the liberty of breathing a free or wholeſome = 
air, of the enjoyment of ſuch amuſements 
as the mind of a rational being, tired of idle- 
neſs and inactivity naturally has recourſe to, 
and from which it as naturally finds relief, 
let him form to himſelf, I fay this idea, 
and let him refrain, if poſſible, from the 
moſt ſenſible emotions, in behalf of the un- 
| fortunate priſoners. A reflection this, that 
muſt operate powerfully upon the feelings 
of any one but of an intendant of French 43 
Police, or of his baſe and infamous, d o 
now degraded, « 2 Bo 


To the horror of the above ſcene, may Wi g 
added the terrible apprehenſion the G 4 
is hourly under, of being put to * I 
of this, no notice whatever is given him: 

be litterally has no affurance whatever of 7 
not being taken out of his ſleep and torn to - 
ries by the cruelty of the officers of h *7 'I 


| 22 ] , 
The laſt human being to whom I ſpoke 


for more than twenty years, to the day of 


and with ſhame for my country) were * 
unf ate wife and daughter: and from 


theſe, the friends of my boſom, I was not 


ſuffered to receive any anſwer. Sad preſage 


of what I was to expect from others, whom 


I could look upon in no other light than 


I 7 * 2 to hate * 


3 do I fay? under a liberal government it 


is a government, which, when it is aſhamed 
to execute you openly itſelf, not only employs 


that of my moſt bitter enemies. For France 


e dagger of the afſaſſin, but gives authority 


23 wretched, degraded, F rance! Poor 


would become the richeſt country in the 
world: wretched do I call it? it has aſcer- 


E tained its liberty: and what is liberty but 


SB oioels ? degraded France ! let no one call 


that country degraded which has riſen ſu- 


* 
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2 perior to its damnable and infamous op- 


Porn 


And where, after all theſe ſpiritleſs centu- 
ries of non-refiſtance to tyraany and abſolute 
monarchy, is this it's mighty and abſolute mo 
narch? this moſt unchriſtian Chriſtian King, 
ſo lately crowned with majeſty and honour ? 
on whoſe nod hung the lives, and on whoſe | 
ſmile the happineſs of millions. Poor 
wretch! betrayed by an hitherto cruel and 
domincering military, behold him ſneaking 
pitifully, and meanly ſneaking into that 
metropolis, which the unmanly and coward- 
like ſubmiſſion of its inhabitants ſulfered | 
him, on ſuch iniquitous terms, ſo long, 
and 2 to ſtile his o.. 


But after all he is our King and our * wy” , ö | 
ful King: and ſuch may he be; if he founds .* 
his laws on the law of God, long and hap- 
pily may he reign: if he repent bim of the 
evil, let him be received with open arms: 
and may ĩt pleaſe Almighty God, by whom gjþ,| 
Kings reign, ſpeedily to reſtore him, and * 

his people, on true chriſtian principles,  Þ 
mutual — and mutual good will. | 


5 and which having no variety in itſelf, can- 


* | - 4 


Over me he never ſhall reign, here, in ſpite 
of the conductious poignard, and poiſon, 
here in ſpite of the midnight Lettre de Ca- 
chet, of the intendant of the Police, the 
Courter's ſpy, true aſſaſſin- like, ſkulking and 
creeping in the dark, will I enjoy that liberty 
which God defigned equally for all his 
creatures. And that king, who reigns in the 
hearts of Britons, ſhall ever reign in mine. 


And hereby do I ſwear ts him my firmeſt 


+ allegiance, in return for the greateſt of 


_ bleflings, which I promiſe myſelf the rea- 


| orable enjoyment of, under his auſpicies, 


" mM 


an to des 26-0 of my im- 


2 „ 1 in which I ſhall endeavour to 
de as conciſe as poſſible, not wiſhing my- 
ſelf to reflect upon a ſubj 


„ on which I 
cannot reflect, but with the greateſt horror: 


not but be very unentertaining to the 


kh Suffice 
8 =. =. 

— 

2 2 4 3 


we Y 
». 


ter „ both bad, e 

3 or was ever once ſpoken 
to, by any human creature whatever. "The 
only variety that I ever experienced, was n 
 reſpedt of beat 8 ITS - 
3 | 


3 
3 per = TV: 74 I 4 _ ? 1 * og 
” | | 


= bby ro 46h ts + - 
| Th = te tent hr es. 
nor the leaſt notice. In fummer the vir was 


— th key [el IE - 


F - "confirmed in my opinion, that this muſt 


ered my liberty. 


3.3 
a 
* o'clock in 
nana | 

2 — =} As I concluded that 

f «« to arms.” 

Er or who was tl 
_ g to make his eſcape, aficr wiſhing | 
= lor here: 1 = = 
(har ave of ihe priſoners had actual 


A of « maſquet was more than ever. 


; caſe, But as I well 
ore ip Ne caſe, the conteſt muſt 
even 


42 
* terminate in favour of the officers of the 
8 


I ah, 


Baſtile, 1 down indifferent : 


. Im 


(27 ) 
„ Tn leſs than an hour I heard a much le- 
ter uproar, and a ſhout of * Nveila liberiè, 


Liberty for ever. This exclamation thought | 
L, can never proceed from the mouths of 


the officers of the Baſtile. - Nor, indeed, did 
K: but from the mouths of thoſe forty brave 
inſurgents who were but a ſmall part of the 


France. © 


ttz. which is always kept in the Baſtile, 


promile on part of the officers of the Bel. 
put to death by fire and ſword. Dreadful | 
a . 


- 


within the walls of the Baſtile, — | 
OE A OR AO. 
. 
were they entered within the walls of that 
grave of liberty, when they were ſet upon by 
2 well armed, though not numerous, Mili. 


2 | 


and inftantly, contiary to the moſt fam 


» | ; i 


_— 


( 28 ) 
different from that of ** Yiue ls kbert?” that 
. 


It will not be 2 — 
A the Military, and — Bp | 
aa, ile, except the Governor, is, in 
much 2 priſoner, — ene | 
that he has the whole range of 2a 
JM of the priſon to walk in, When be 
=- his office he takes it for life, ö 
——— | 
"Rp TIS | 
= wat by ym le Ka oval 


8 * — made Oy: — g 
3 „ 2 


and expoſing theis”in = "manner _ 4 

- F : . 
- g » —_ 8 

8 233080 | f : 8 5 2 ” * | 


(54 . 

* 4 | 

# * 

* „ 
LEY 2 


5 „ >» 46 = 
brutality the 2. 3 N Fe 4 
* — * numbes £ 4 f | 
fary, "was inciealed ag; 
„ nothing bet a . 
ould ' poſſibly fave of e 


1 
perſons in the Baſtile. This being evident 


d to the Governor, he called all the officers. + © 


of the priſon together, and propoſed (for 


© every priſoner to death, and to bury their 
does, in order that nothing relative to 


— 3 


2 


Reader, if thaw haſt Gay eg for any 
. unhappy fituation; exert it for me here : 1 
tddou haſt one tear, drop it for me bere. 
—— cl. 
: „ 


| During ths ce e the 


= > a bs 
would farrender.. He would furrender, he 


ſaid, if, they would frrear to him to ſpare 
ve This hawever was even fo far 


_ from being promiſed to him, chat he was, 
in the moſt poſitive and ſolemn manner. 


r 


I heard him with my own cars) to put 


* 


* : 
- 2 
3 a 
% : 
2 
4 4 
We 
» 
= 
* 
, 


FS 


@ ©; 


„ and who a 
and who lla learnt) was many. | 


' ing this reſolution of the Gee r 


in half a 3 the Zufurmms' | 
yt ns ompine Ba, pi. 


. panions, je ſhould infullibly be pyt to den 


' within three hours after his ſurrevider; that 


if he deferred- his ſarrender ten minutes, he 


ſhould be put to the moſt exquilite torture. 
This, however, was ſo far from prevailing 
upon him to ſet open the gates, that he 
abſolutely refuſed. _ to give up the priſon, = 
and came down firm the Lennon. 


\ 


. Upon.chils the fellow who bad n 


bad the keys of the gate of the- rien. 


fall, as if by accident, the .dray-bridge, 
and offered immediately to open the gate IF 
. Y 


The * Baſtile were — 


1 . 
, 


| mand they inimediately complied with. The 
_ greateſt Glence and order was obſerved. The 


Governor was called for, and ordered to 
be down upon his wee, and to anſwer 


\ 4 
. to f 4 
- l 
| 2 * f f 99 0 6 5 
_ * — * — \ = „ - . * „ f 
* y 


— 
©. * 


Ars you the Governor of the Baſtile? 
A. Ye. 
Q Have you any more military force - 
„28. 
5 u their aim? | 
© . 
3 A Ooniliod with: 81 . 2 


* 


+ - . ww 


. 
= 
* 

* 
— 
. 


o 


N 1 repeat my queſtion—Do you . 
make uſe of the torture ? As 
A. But ſom, and always with the great: 45 
eſt reluctance. 8 
Q. Deliver to me the keys of each cell. - 
A. Sir, there are nearly four hunde 
3 keys, which are moſtly in the hands of 
L Let ach tura-key produce his keys. 
| A. Complied with, 5 f 


| — 
bo, and to direct his officers to open ever 
cell. O Heavens! What a ſcene! Three 


hundred and ſeventeen poor wretches, many 2 


of whom had not ſeen the light for more 
| Gan pro thirds of their Kites, ane 


# wament. 


2 


a moment to the common rights of huma- | 
_—— 

Many of theſe poor wretches were ſo 
emaciated as to be unable to ſtand: ſome. | 
of them came forth frantic with joy ; others, 
from the ſenſe of their dreadful ſufferings, 
and of what they had, in all probability, 
yet to ſuffer for many a tedious year, had 
lapſed into agate of idiotcy ; ayd-one poor 
man, in particular, was obliged to be 
lifted cut, being unable 10 ſtand upon his 
legs, in conſequence of having had his knees 
B 
a and had den wr- | 


As many of the — as were capa- 
dle of bearing arms had the arms and cloaths 
of ſuch ſoldiers as were in the Baſtile given 
to them; and, in return, the ſoldiers them. 


3 2 fins ner pains is the. rags of he pri 


v3 P 


ene e th pick wi 
F apaer on aro 5 


7 
= I Gaid before, examined the Governor, 


© 


priſon? 


4 & £5 
ſoners, and in that condition turned out 


of the priſon gates. 


. Are all the cells ft open? 
A. Yes, fir. 


Ly me, 


had interro- 


[ 


„. 


Aſter a ne minutes, a - wretched and 
miſerable figure came forward, and faid that 
he was the perſon, but that he had opened 
* the gates on politive: promiſe of having his | 
* life ſpared, and therefore humbly hoped = 
« for mercy.” The gentleman who' had, 


* 
9 ta kit 18 
0 — 
* 


— . — 


TT 
taking him by the hand, Gad, . hope, friend 

| you have nothing to fear My country- 
men, this man has, in all probability, ſaved 
* the effuſion of much blood, by putting us 


« in quiet poſſeſſion of this priſon; it is to 


te him we owe this ſafe. and eaſy conqueſt. 
 * ] know not who promiſed him his life, 
* but I hope we ſhall one and all ratify the 
 _ © promiſe. No man, I truſt, will hurt a 
% hair of his head: I recommend him to 
you us to men of honour and bemanity.” 


ee queſtion was then again put to the 1 


Governor. 


in teat amd p | 


| diſcretion, or have you a particular order 
| for uſing it, each time it is uſed? ? 
A. The order is given when the prifoner | 
9 m 7 
& «»-ßĩ' ; 
A. A ſworn Surgeon of the Police, the 
Iman: of Fills, _ — 


** 
. 8 
5 


Cy” 
| . Dove the Surgeon of Police liven 
the Baſtile? 
A. os he and the Intendant of Police. : 


& No, upon neither of us. 


N. Why then is the Surgeon. and Ins | 
tendant of Police ſent? X 
A. „ 
rende dud ee LN 
eon to take care of him afterwards. A» 
Q. Where is the torture performed? 3 
A. In a room on purpol. _ | 
Q. Attend me to this room. # 3 
A. Yes, fir. 1 hope I ſhall, at leaft, - 
not be put to the torture. | 
Q. 1 hope not; it hall ot be done by 
my conſent. 1 


Wess eame back | in * a 4 
Quarter of an hour, and faid briefly, that 3 
he had been eye-witneſs to a ſcene too ſhock- 1 

ing | 


38 ] 
ing to be looked upon: he then ordered 
the implements of torture to be brought out, 


= and to be deſtroyed by the officers of the 


Baſtile themſelves. After which the Go- 


| vernor was ordered to prepare to die within 


one hour, and was accordingly permitted to 
| be cloſſeted with the Confeſſor of the Baſtile. 
At the expira tion of the hour he was brought 
out, and hanged over the battlements in the 
fight of, at leaſt, a hundred thouſand popu- 


| lace, of whom the Giant of this Enchanted 


4 


| Ss ns . it n 
= God's throne an offering of a ſweet ſmell- 
4 ing four. A moſt grateful offering to the 
Father of Juſtice and Mercy! 


| And now (having feen by Hori = 
PP 
3 of the priſon were 


not as liable to mortality. In three days 
| the whole priſon was razed to the ground. 


What became of. the other officers of the 
Baſtile it is difficult to ſay; ſome of them, 
on being turned out of the priſon gates, 
were inſtantly torn to pieces by the popu- 


lace, not, however, before they had been 
made to take down the bodies of the men, 


who had, under truce, entered the priſon, 
and whoſe bodies, after they had been moſt 
ſhamefully murdered, had been hung on 
the paliſadoes, and. buried them in the moll 


Hiviag given a very faithful and accurate 
account of the taking poſſeſſion of this for- 3 
treſs, (if ſuch I may call it) which „ till this 4 


day, was thought impregnable, I ſhall pro- 3 N 


ceed to ſet before the reader, 


* 89 1 4 
the manner in 


\ 


\ Firſt of all canes © ans _ 
E fillaiing waits, | 


« In the name of Almighty God, 4 
Father of Mercics, in the name of > I 


_—_ 
a I o 
» i 


| * exiſted the terror and diſgrace of Religion 


«« Chriſt his Son, and in the. name of the 
Holy Spirit, be perfect Love and Liberty | 
* for evermore : Amen.” 


« Baſtile has, in particular, for many years, 


* and Liberty, the diſgrace of former reigns, 
. Teen of his 


_ « Sixteenth, and of his moſt Chriſtian Queen, 
« whom God preſerve; we, the Nation, do 
hereby condemn to utter annihilation, and 
| « perdition, the ſaid odious priſon, as being 
» highly diſgraceful to us as mep, and to 
dur country as chriſtians, and highly re- 
s flecting upop our allegiance to our moſt 
|, © Chriſtian King: determining hereby to ba- 


* niſh tyranny and oppreſſion, the influence of 


| * wicked Miniſters, and the damnable power 
« of the Church of Rome, Amen. | | 


. ” 
„ 
| N 
* » 


. preſent moſt Chriſtian Majeſty Lewis te | 


* ys Fl 


and was then, as were all | 


„ 


. 


as would alſo the” | 


+ 


* 


* 


r 4 


| + by this method the matter was effefted-with | 


- their ſtrength condiſted in the iron ceiling of | 


| to have removed. them hut by taking the ö 


nn 
the iron roof, it was preſumed that the cells 
| would appear; but this was by no means 
2 n | 
we. In each of the upper cells was 8 | 
ſet of iron rings and chains faſtencd to the 
floor, to which a priſoner was to be chained 


| The af ofthe priſon bent completely a- 
| ken off; thewalls were next pulled down to the | 

| bottom af the uppermaſt ſet of cells, the floors 
_ of theſe cells had nothing peculiar in them: 


the cells below them: which were of plates of 
iron rivetted, inſtead of ſcrewed to very large | 
and cloſe hid iran bam; nor was it poflible, : 


weight of the ſide walls off the ends of them: 


* RR 


of it having been buried in the ditch, under 


ſore thouſand loads of rubbiſh, and the cells © 
being open, as many as could get lodging in 
- priſon Uid fo ; mulby returned home ul 


abroad the whole night : for my own patt, 


took up with my old apartment, though wi 


Fl had been Governor of the Ma. 


3 n e 


and in as ſpirited a manner as an the day 


ie oas agreed to fuſpand the work” by cn. 
the Baſtile, together with the oater gates 


ds Uifference, cht inflead bf folitdde 1 M 
_ evitipiny enough, and inſtead of ſpending the Es 
night a5 a miſerable captive, I ſpent it with - 
as much pleaſure, or I hope with mote, than. _ 


api of the pela proceed cs S 


before: and although the wall was much © 
thicker, the nearer we came to the ground, 
yet was it lowered with confiderable mare £ 
6 at 7 


* 


Ne e e 


4 3 * 1 


3 or © leſs, fre 1 were 
employed, as well to throw down the wall, 
as alſo. to re the materials into the ditch: | 
2 . ns 
ſuch their. to ſupply the places of 


thoſe who had been en 4. work, that had the 


þ <7 


La ee es, 3 nh bevy 
= the whole pf this, 4 


dax. there. was no ceiſation of ladqur what- | 
ever, and by the time that it was too dark to 


carry on the work on the ſecond evening, the 


gw 04 „ 


priſon was taken down to the ſurface of the | 
; at work on the Kale and Gopernor's houſe 
another part was at work on the wall that 
 farrounded the priſon, which was thrown in- 
whe High by the Gl hgh. The. draw- | 


% - 


| When it was dark, the people retired as on 
the former night, ad the wan ra 


4 I 
2 ; 
. wider ground: nor, | 
3 the ſubteravous cli believe | 
* N 


I c | 
Wr 4 
ans as the keys of them, as well as every key 
of rubbiſh, e 
ä them. * eee but. ts 
1 9 in thee 5 
| ſome and dreadful abodes, which, was it s 
caſe, they” muſt be at leaſt forty eight hours 
without either viduals or drink. before they - 


I + 


S could be relieved. is ettfiquecce of the | 


reflexions, to perſons cagerly wiſhing to re- 
Roe their fellow creatures to tw jap fave | 


dit. ad iis Go tae thera they 


mill had tb ſuffer before they could poſſibly 

de relieved, the approach of the morning, 
| was expected, not only with the utmoſt, but 
0 


| By nine of clock in the morting of the thi 
day, the ceilings over theſe ſubterraneous 
. celle, which were preciſely the fame with 

thoſe of the ſett of cells above them, were in- 
#irely removed: and in theſe cells, to our in- 
—— ——-„-— 
2 — cored. 


F.*> Theſe cells were in all hots like thofs 


A above. them, except that they had no window | 


un them: inſtead of which there was a little 


; wretched light let in through the doors : and 
in order to prevent any unhappy perſon who 
might 


* 
7 * 
b L 
* 


. 


— be the tenant of them, — en- 5 


bility of ſeeing any thing, a hole ag cut in 
the left hand fide of the door next the cell, 


«nd jm the right „„ 


mtu. a aa 7 
8 count of the windows of the calls, I now 

proceed to a deſcription of the doom of them, | 
To each cell.there were three doors, all of 


them of prodigious ſtrength, one of which 
opened outwardly toward the goaler; this 


door, although of wood, might with much 
greater propriety be ſaid to be of iron, being. 

ſtudded with nails with monſtrous heads, ſo 

as almoſt to meet cach other, and to form, ; 

within a very little, a ſuperßcies of irons. 4 

they were alſo covered tranſvericly with iron 

| bars, ſcrewed on with the heads of the ſcrews 


alternately placed, one to the outſide of the 4 
cell, and one to the infide of it: between. I 


iron: this door was locked by a prodigious: - 
* lock of pecaliar * and - 


#- * 


every two ſcrews was a very ſtrong rivet af 4 


s A 


| . another door, and was alſo locked by a fta- 


PET" e this be- 
ing done, a grated door wholly of iron was 
pulled down like a ſaſh, between this and the 


on the t into the wall in al reſpects like 


ple, of prodigious ſtrength, to the ground. 
i This grate or door being made faſt, the out- 


3 -noaghwiagns runs Adept 


4 no bad ſecurities theſe again» poor helpleſs 


3 ex of ſuck of his friends a might > "qa 


EA . reaſon why the prifances in 
| Prance 1 mean what are called ſtate pti- 
| Uiiare) whe ape with ern 


4 Ahed them for ndbing, and in moſt caſes 
4 — . 3 it is aſhamed and 


( 49 ] : 
afraid to releaſe them leſt they ſhould tell 
their hiſtory to the diſadvantage of the tate. 
So the miniſter was afraid to releaſe La Tude, 
leſt he ſhould write his memoires : La Tude 
——, did write his memoires : and they will 
ever remain a diſgrace to the laſt and preſent 
nigne of France, 


for every man well knows how ſeldom and 
vernment he lives under, and as the Baſtile is 
1 generallycrowded with priſoners, it ſerves to 
1 of the court of France, or it's cowardice in 
liſtening to every idle ſuggeſtion, and old 


woman's tale. 


— in France are not conſined 
or tortueed for example fake, but in order to 
gratify the <malice and revenge of thoſe who 
are offended. The ſuggeſtion of the infamous 
concubine of the king, or of a miniſter, im- 
priſens the imaginary offender for life, and 


” 


& | i 50 \ 
rains Jos family. Read the memoires of 
Monfieur La Tude, whoſo herein defends the 


= coart of France; is guilty of an intent to de- 


_ ctive; Monfirer Ea Tade's misfortaites _ 
| Kim the lib flatly. 


But to proceed: as foon as it was perceive 
that no priſoner whatever was confined in 
 thieſe Giidterfaneous cells, it was deretmihed 
to dig at the bottom of tach of them, in or- 
under them: to be fully fatiefied of this, four 
tet depth of earth was taken Gut of cath cel}: 
bur no figns of other rom appearing, th 
great ftones, which compoſed the-foundation 
bf this priſon, and which made alfo the fide 
ert, which had been dag ove, ſerved to 
elipable of a better harveſt, hicherro fruimſul 
baly in cruelty and oppreflion, in the fn 
424 + Fo and 


$1 * 


The reader will pleaſe to ohſerre that I am 
not giving a deſcription ef the Baſtile, no one 
can be mare improper to undertake a taſk of | 
hat fart than a perſon who was carried in bůy 
night, and thruft into a miſerable dark cell, | 
in which be was kept upwards of twenty 

years a cloſe priſoner. By the time that 'T 
was les out of my cell, the prifon was ſo full 
of the popylace that T. could get no compe- 

tent view ofthe premiſes of it, nor indeed d 


I ever think of doing it: whatever che pre- 


miſes or gardens. of it were, they were de- 
e togrther with the buildings, before 


, $2 
deputy Governor, both of them under the 
fame roof; and a houſe for the common 
turnkeys, The former, as having nothing 
peculiar belonging to it, needs no deſcrip- 
tion. Of the latter I hall Gay but little. 
| turnkeys, there uſed to ſtand, night and day, 

a centinal, into whoſe box came a bell rope, 

which, when pulled, rang a bell in every room 
of the houſe at the ſame time, in which the 
common goalers lived. This was regularly 
rang three times a day when the goalers went 

#0 feed the unhappy priſoners : and in caſe of | 
ny alarm z bat perer offs , 
. whatever, 


IF the gralers vidted the calls, or any = 
particular cell, at any other, than at the 
ated hours, it was always done (truely | 
charaQeriſtic of a French Police) without 
giving this notice, No turn-key dared to 
viſit a cell on any pretence Whatever, at 
of inſtant death, without an order from the 


u bell was hung, as there was alſo in the 


Po. "Sy or even 4 
with them. They lived in barracks built 


againſt the wall of the Baſtile, which fur- 


rounded the ditch ; they were under the 
command of the Governor, though a Ser- 


was circular ; in one part of it was a large 
room in which they cat, drank, and al- 
*- ciated, during the day time: all around 
they ſlept, and in which, as I before faid, 


= 3 = ar as. 


WS 
—_ e 


made preciſely like the deors of the cells | 
in which the priſogess were kept. To break 
-theſe open in. any #eaſonable time was ut- * 


upon to n_—_ < by wg ay. J 


_ - die, or ſaſh daor was faſtened to the ground, 1 
gte us jncredile mahle; i was howener 
3 


Tie sens of what anight be the 
contents of this ſtrongly fortied chamber, 1 
| Were nuerans, ani, * | 


| ( 5s 1 

all of them erroneous. One cotijechived 
| that it muſt be a room ſet apart for tor 
ture; anather, that it was a vault for bu« 
rying the dead, or a charnet houſe; others, 
a mine, in caſe of aſſault: however, it turned 
out to be a very large and ſpacious room 
modern, and had in it alſo ſome gunpdwdet 
and ball. The windows of it, which were 
ditch, and were ſo formed us vor e be 
very vifble on the outfide. Suck of the 
arms as were found in this room, and which 
of the inſurgents : the old guns which fired 
with a match, were left behind, and 'buticd 
in te wine, n being wholly un. The. 
arch which covered this roam, (er it mn 
mon geulers lived, to the outſitle of the. wall * 
A "the 'Baſdile) was Mag theough, end 'the = 


( $56 ] 

. walls, Governor's houſe, and, in ſhort, the 
not only to the ground, but two feet, at 
leaſt, beneath the ground : and no trace of 
the ſpot, on which it ftood, left behind. 


_ for filence: and an herald was ordered to re- 
gular national delivery, from a tyrannical 
and oppreffive government: and a curſe was 


or attempt, or propoſe, or with to rebuild 


this priſon. The whole was concluded with 
* three acclamations of © Vivele Rai,” © Vive 
| ha Like?” © Vive la Nation.” | 


| I cannot myſelf (I may perhaps be fingular 
French Court is now ſuffering, in it's turn, 
for the many acts of cruclty and perfidy it has 

| been repeatedly guilty of towards a part of it's 


in the moſt orderly manner under that cruel 


fubjefts, which, on all occafions, has lived -} 


'T y # 
aac | 


: 


Who, — dame of yo- 
ence, can hear of the butchery praQtifed upon 

+ them under Francis the Second in 1572. 
With patience do I Gy? Without horror and 
deteſtation? And yet the Court of Francis 
the Second in cool blood, was guilty of 8 


crime which appalled all Furope: Rowe ex- | 
cepted: Rome, always at the bead of every 
enormity, dd not hefitate * . 
e 5 


* | 22 = 


that I D ; 
truth, I will 09 in . he wands 5 
the peridy and eruglty I lluge to. = 


k # 


« Je veux parler da madſſacre de K I 
Barthelemi od Ton Borges VAmiral de 


cee, et tous les e qu on avoir 
We, 


attirea 


1 58 
attirez à la cour ſous pretext des Nöces du 
| Roi de Navarre avec la Princeſſe Marguerite 
Sceur du Roi Charles. Il n' eſt nullement 
neceſſaire de parler ici en detail de cette horri- 


dle action qui eſt connuꝭ de tout le monde. 4 


m ſaffira de remarquer en un mot, qu ele fit 
| connd6itre aux moins Clairvoyans, que ha. 


perfide qu il y edt jamais cu dans le monde. | 
By tranſlator of Rapin thus. I mean the 
maſſacre of Saint Bartholemew, whetein Ad- 


Cour de France de ce temps-Ia Etoit la plus : 


wiral Chatillon and all the Huguenots were | 


butchered, who had been drawn to court | 
under colour of the nuptials of the King of . 
| Navarre, with the Princeſs Margaret, King 
Charles's ſiſter. It is needleſs to expatiate 
on this horrible - maſſacre ſo univerſally | 
known. Tt ſuffices to obſerve in a word, it 
demonſtrated to perſons of the leaſt penetra- 
tion, that the Court of France was then the | 
molt pericions is the warkd.” | | 


* 
— 
.* 


- Poor France! waſt thou cruel au perk. 
ous more tha to cen ago? when wilt 


| chow reſcue — and ſupertt- 
tion? condemned and convidted of meanneſ 
and treachery from the mouth, and recorded 
" as baſe by the pen of thy native; learn ho- 
nour and integrity from thine enemies. 
Compare with the candour and dignity of a 
Britiſh Court ſuffering thy Navy at the pre- 
ſent criſis to lay ſecure in it's harbour; thine 
own pitiſul proceedings during the American 
war! can Britain fo far forgive as not to. 
But I will ſay no more of - my country : my | 
g country |; Idiſclaim the appellation | | Beggar 
and vagahond as..1 aw, France ſhall. never 
| have the honour of relieving me: having ſe- 
corel. 0 ĩtſelf my. property: 1 will ſecure to 
— ——— * 4 
Le iel, the Britiſh Scepker, 


— 
before. the: public jo the belt manner I una 
able, a full, clear, and accurate account ofthe 4 
gre ate of the wicked and good: dhe 
75 | 12 ...,_ Gary - 


Grave ef -Libirty, ths Scandal of Francs; 
| ce .difgrace of Europe: It un e . 


——— ſpot 6 long as oe ſtoue we 


leſt finding upon another: It was my reſo- 
Ration Tay, and I adhered to it moſt ftremi- 


. #4 * 1 
_ 0 ” . — 9 - Py 4 


Having fa this & ny, and too this 


rited a ander cffefied, where was I to iy 


but to this land of Liberty and Peace: a lan 


which heaven bas dmg from other hn 


| Hike ab det befor eee 


” 


7 — 


b 
e religida aid Nes: bad i 


| E 
Dane py Ine, 12 wie not forget tie 
charity as a chin 1 k thyſelf Band, 
A leaft, not to witheld from'a"Kitig, nde 
E Mine, mine, and add this fintete with, that he may 


ſpeedily | 


( 


I 
ſpeedily be reflored, on honourable condi. 
tions, to the affeRions of his people, and be 
the means of beſtowing upon them the great= | 


eſt of all poſſible carthly benefits, the bleſſing I 
of civil and religious liberty. | = 
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